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Job Description: 
Senior Theory Based Evaluation Expert 

 
Background:  
The African Agricultural Development Company (AgDevCo) is a patient capital fund with headquarters in 
London, UK and lending portfolios in five African countries. Abt Associates, a US based global research firm 
with offices in 40 countries, serves as the independent evaluator of AgDevCo’s investments. In this role, Abt 
seeks to gather evidence not just about AgDevCo’s impact on smallholder farmers, investee firms, and the 
value chains in which they operate within each country, but to synthesize findings from across investment 
sectors and countries to generate overall conclusions about the effectiveness of the AgDevCo approach to 
agricultural sector development, and its potential replicability to other countries and development contexts. 
 
The evaluation will unfold over five years, with work peaking at several key points: (i) baseline surveys (rolling 
design) at the end of 2015/early 2016; (ii) a midterm evaluation in late 2016 or early 2017; and (iii) an endline 
evaluation in 2019. Each of these peak periods will be followed by periods of less intensive activity. 
 
Abt is seeking a long term consultant to serve as Senior Theory Based Evaluation Expert to the evaluation 
team. 
 
Responsibilties: 

 Provide high-level technical guidance on qualitative research design and implementation to the 

evaluation team’s Qualitative Methods Specialist and local consultants in each country; 

 Provide expert advice to inform the development of qualitative data collection instruments and their 

implementation in the field; 

 Lead and supervise qualitative data analysis, synthesis , and write-up; 
 
Qualifications:  

 PhD, DPhil, or comparable terminal degree in a relevant social science discipline (agricultural 

economics, political science, sociology, rural sociology, anthropology, international relations, 

economics, etc.); 

 15+ years of experience (25+ years preferred) designing and leading rigorous, theory-based 

evaluations of complex, multi-country donor funded initiatives; 

 Proven expertise designing and conducting research on agribusiness, rural livelihoods, agriculture, 

and/or private-sector development in sub-Saharan Africa; 

 Specialized knowledge of and experience in one or more of the following countries preferred: Ghana, 

Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia. 

 Demonstrated excellence managing large, complex, qualitative data gathering initiatives to produce 

rigorous, evidence based conclusions and recommendations; 

 Experience leading evaluations of international development initiatives funded by the Government of 

the United Kingdom’s Department for International Development (DFID). 

Reporting: 

 The Senior Theory Based Evaluation Expert will report to the Evaluation Team Leader. 

Applying: 
To apply for this position, please send a CV and cover letter to: James_Shyne@abtassoc.com with “AgDevCo 
Evaluation Expert” in the subject line. 
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