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Test of fortitude: the journey toward publishing a 
phenomenological study
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Did you even read my manuscript?

Background and Purpose

• The number of published qualitative phenomenological 
studies in health professions literature has grown 
dramatically over the last four decades.

• CINAHL Complete
• “phenomenological research OR phenomenology research”
• 1977 to 1987  17
• 1988 to 1997   742
• 1998 to 2007  4,192
• 2008 to 2017  7,756

Some examples...

Methods

• “I believe that the researcher as a faculty member is a FATAL flaw of 
this work - others might disagree - at the very least it needs to be 
addressed as a limitation”

• “Were any of the researchers trained in qualitative methods?” 

Methods

• “Unclear of the meaning of each of these techniques (thick 
description, member checking and peer debriefing) and how each 
contributed to the sense of data saturation." 

• “Data needs more analysis - the themes do not appear mutually 
exclusive”
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Results

• Reviewers often question whether the findings were from the 
perspective of the participants or the researcher

• Direct quotations
• How many?
• Table format?
• Integrate in narrative?

• Length of manuscript becomes an issue

Visual Metaphor

• Visual representation of the findings to further describe the 
emerging themes

• “The butterfly metaphor is totally un-needed as it adds nothing to 
the understanding of meaning”

Don’t worry! Here are some 
solutions…

Thematic development 

• Include a figure 
to illustrate the 
process the 
researcher used 
to link participant 
quotes to the 
theme

Table 5:  Themes from Student Interviews and Sample Quotes to Support Themes

Themes Sample quotes from student interviews Sample quotes from open-ended item  on student exit 

survey

Sample quotes from CI interviews

An Eye-Opening 

Experience

I feel peds was the one class that like, like it 

was the first class that I think really broke that 

barrier of the single-mindedness of what PT 

can be.

I knew there was like peds outpatient which 

we did two or three of but because we had the 

opportunity to do like the specialty and the 

schools there were scenarios that I didn’t even 

know exist for pediatric rehabilitation.  

This experienced opened my eyes to an area that I 

personally did not even know existed 

I had a great experience at all of the clinical sites that I 

visited. …I enjoyed each of them because it opened my 

eyes to the variety of pediatric settings.  

Overall, I feel that the pediatric [ICE] opens our eyes as 

students to the field of pediatric physical therapy, especially 

since we are always bombarded with the sports aspects of 

physical therapy.

They are often surprised to see everything we do 

here.  

It’s a good eye opener.

We have more than kids here, we have a lot of 

adults with DD who come here for our day 

program.  Students see them.  It is an eye 

opening experience. 

Feeling More Comfortable I do think I saw like a change. Like I got out of 

my shell and was like more willing to act a 

little weird or you know, be that person that 

you need to be as a peds therapist.

This is a whole different ball game dealing 

with kids with disabilities. But like from the 

beginning to the end I felt like there was 

definitely improvement, I was little bit more 

confident in my abilities as a physical 

therapist. 

Toward the end, I felt very comfortable working with and 

interacting with children and their family members.  

Basically, the more I was able to interact and work with the 

kids, the more I benefited.

They gain an understanding of how to deal with 

them, how to interact with them.

We get the word out that people with disabilities 

have abilities. They gain an understanding of 

how to deal with them, how to interact with them.

Learning Through 

Experience

You know doing it puts it in my head forever…

You can’t learn that experience just from a 

textbook you have to be with them one on one 

to like learn that skill

Seeing and interacting with children allowed me to better 

understand and synthesize what I learned from the 

PowerPoints. 

I appreciated seeing things learned in class being applied in 

the clinical setting.  

The pediatric [ICE] experiences were very helpful in 

solidifying topics taught to me in the pediatric coursework.

I make sure they all have hands-on, they get to 

practice holding/handling kids including babies to 

learn assessment and then turn it into treatment.     

Rigor

Create a table to 
describe strategies 
used in your study 
to establish 
trustworthiness
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Visual Metaphor Revised Other strategies 

• Use of clear subheadings throughout the document
• Program and Participant Description
• Pilot Study
• Data collection
• Data Analysis
• Establishing Trustworthiness

• Appendix the Interview guide

• Assume reviewers are unfamiliar with qualitative methods

After the response(s)...

• STAY CALM and PERSEVERE
• A test of fortitude!

• Take time to reflect before responding to reviewer comments

• Talk with the editor

• Seek colleagues not involved in the project for feedback

• “Know when to hold’em, know when to fold’em…”

• Volunteer as a reviewer of qualitative manuscripts

Questions…comments…your experiences?


