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Research Topic & Why Important
• There is a vast load of literature concerning how data collection can be conducted, which provides 

guidelines and recommendations on how data collection might be done. However, only a very limited 

part of this literature describes in detail how data actually is collected in the field

• However, to carry out fieldwork should not be done by following a strict recipe. But the less experienced 

researcher (including me when I conducted the fieldwork described in this paper) should also not be 

operating in the dark.

• This paper is intended to be an example, where the methodology is explained in detail to assist and 

inspire other researchers (experienced and inexperienced), on their way to conduct interesting and 

important research

• This is important as the smaller considerations are very seldom elaborated on in the method books 

and rarely described in the method sections in the scientific papers (often due to lack of space)

• As a result of this, methodological considerations, including the rational (and irrational) decisions made 

before, during, and after data collection in the field are seldom presented in the literature. 

• Consequently, data collection is a craft that researchers must obtain by experience, and sometimes with 

a trial-and-error approach, which not always is desirable, as it can ruin the data collection. This paper is 

an attempt to address this shortage by providing an illustrative case. 
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Data Collection for two case studies in Belize
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Methodology
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Coincidences
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Engage, involve and take part
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Understand
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Take chances
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Positioning, power, and ethics
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Lessons learned
- go down the road and have a plan B

• Coincidence is a part of fieldwork, but coincidences only happen to those who are present and 

curious. Thus, stay curious all the time during fieldwork, as invaluable information will arise – and 

often when it is entirely unexpected. During this process, you have to go down several dead-end 

roads, before you find the right way. However, there is, unfortunately, no signs at the main road 

that will tell you if this side road is a dead-end road. 

• The same goes for the people you meet. At first, you might consider someone as being 

unimportant concerning your research but giving a few minutes for a small informal conversation 

with a stranger, might be the best minutes you spent during fieldwork. Later, this person could 

turn out to be the right gatekeeper to immeasurable contextual information and provide access to 

important contacts. 

• Always have a plan B. No good research has been conducted, not even by the professor you 

admire, without some larger changes. Key informants will turn you down, you will experience 

some problems with logistics, and weather might also play a trick on you – which all are issues 

manageable for the well-prepared researcher that have thought of alternatives.
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Question & Answer
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